
Official NHC 5-Year Average Forecast Errors (2015-2019) 
All Tropical Cyclones1, 2 

 
0 h 12 h 24 h 36 h 48 h 72 h 96 h 120 h 

Error N Error N Error N Error N Error N Error N Error N Error N 

ATL 
track 
(n mi) 

7.7 1601 24.1 1450 36.9 1299 49.6 1154 65.1 1017 96.3 779 133.2 602 171.6 474 

ATL 
intensity 

(kt) 
1.9 1601 5.2 1450 7.7 1299 9.4 1154 10.7 1017 13.0 779 14.4 602 15.5 474 

EPAC 
track 
(n mi) 

8.0 1807 21.8 1639 34.0 1463 44.9 1301 55.3 1156 77.1 913 99.1 714 123.2 553 

EPAC 
intensity 

(kt) 
1.5 1807 6.0 1639 9.9 1463 12.1 1301 13.5 1156 15.4 913 15.6 714 16.4 553 

 
Notes: 
 
1. Verification based on NHC best track database as of 4/21/20. 
2. Verification sample is homogeneous with current operational 5-day CLIPER/Decay-SHIFOR (run retrospectively), and includes subtropical 

cyclones. 
 


